Peat-free composts need slightly different
watering and feeding compared to the
old peat-based composts.

Watering

They will drain quicker and the surface of the compost will feel dry
even though they are holding onto water lower down. If you can
lift the pot it will only need watering if it feels light. Otherwise stick
your finger into the compost or use a water meter to see how
moist it is lower down.

*Generally water less but more often

Feeding

Seeds & Cuttings - use a special seed & cutting compost and
once the first frue leaves appear feed with a half strength solution
of liquid feed if growing in cells or pots. If growing in a seed tray
prick out individual plants into pots or cells filled with peat-free
multipurpose compost which will have more feed available to
your plants.

Growing in containers and pots -The water draining out will take
nutrients with it, leaving the soil less rich in food. Use controlled-
release fertiliser pellefs or feed more often with liquid feed - little
and often (as instructed on the packet). You might choose a
liquid feed formulated for peat-free composts, again follow
instructions on the packet.

Every days a school day!

Different peat-free composts have been made using different
recipes, mixes may include coir, composted bark, wood, biomass.

*You may need to experiment a bit to get consistent good resuls,
settling for your preferred compost and remembering the new
feeding and watering regime that works best for you.
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